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working groups within the Committee to re-
view specific issues.

(c) Members of the Committee shall serve
without compensation but shall be allowed
travel expenses, including per diem in lieu
of subsistence, as authorized by law for per-
sons serving intermittently in the Govern-
ment service (5 U.S.C. 5701–5707).

Sec. 4. General. (a) Notwithstanding any
other Executive order, the functions of the
President under the Federal Advisory Com-
mittee Act, as amended, except that of re-
porting to the Congress, that are applicable
to the Committee shall be performed by the
Director of the NCO in accordance with
guidelines that have been issued by the Ad-
ministrator of General Services.

(b) The Committee shall terminate 2 years
from the date of this order unless extended
by the President prior to such date.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
February 11, 1997.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., February 13, 1997]

NOTE: This Executive order was published in the
Federal Register on February 14.

Remarks Following a Screening of
the Film ‘‘Thomas Jefferson’’
February 11, 1997

Thank you. First of all, I know I speak for
all of us when I thank Ken Burns and all
of those who made this magnificent film pos-
sible. Thank you, especially, Jack Smith, for
your work in making it possible and sponsor-
ing it.

If you think about what Ken Burns has
given to America with ‘‘The Civil War,’’ ‘‘The
West,’’ ‘‘Baseball,’’ and ‘‘Thomas Jefferson,’’
I think Mr. Jefferson would be very proud
of you, Mr. Burns. And I know we all are,
and we thank you so much.

I think every American President has been
inspired by Jefferson’s ideals, affected by his
decisions, fascinated by his character. Two
of my most prized personal possessions are
an original printing of the ‘‘Notes on Vir-
ginia’’ and a printing of Daniel Webster’s

marvelous eulogy to John Adams and Thom-
as Jefferson delivered in Faneuil Hall in Au-
gust of 1826. And from time to time when
I feel some sense of despair, just for the heck
of it, I take them down and open the pages
and start reading.

I always thought that the fact that both
of them died on the 50th anniversary of the
Declaration of Independence was the best
evidence the modern world has on the ques-
tion of whether God is. It is impossible to
believe this happened by accident.

And so, I ask all of you to leave here to-
night with a sense of gratitude to Thomas
Jefferson but also with the firm conviction
that the thing he was most right about was
in leaving us a system that would always be
in the act of becoming, that his unshakable
belief that the future could be better than
the present extended even to himself and to
his contemporaries, to their failures and to
their successes.

And that is what we must always believe.
You make a better present if you think about
the future being brighter and if you really
believe in the potential of every single human
spirit. Thomas Jefferson did, and so should
we.

I hope you’ll now join us in the State Din-
ing Room, and you’ll all be able to talk about
what you liked most about the movie. But
let me say again, we’re gratified to have you
all here. Hillary and I have looked forward
to this evening for a long time, and we are
especially grateful for all of you who had any
part in this magnificent gift to the people of
the United States.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:45 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Ken Burns, producer of the film,
and Jack Smith, president, General Motors Corp.

Remarks on Receiving the Final
Report of the White House
Commission on Aviation Safety and
Security and an Exchange With
Reporters
February 12, 1997

The President. Thank you very much, Mr.
Vice President. Secretary Peña, Secretary-
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